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40 WORD SUMMARY: The gospel reminds us that prayer is an honor and privilege. It is 

a gift from God. In prayer, we do not earn or keep God’s love. It’s simply our way to 

communicate with God. In doing so, we maintain our relationship with God, and because 

God hears our prayers and answers them, we are able to ask things of God. In this 

message we find what it means to be persistent in prayer but trust God with the 

outcome. 
 

Read: James 5:16-18 

Pray: “God, what do you want to teach me in these verses and through this message?” 

 

Pray earnestly. – v 16  

• Another word for earnestly is fervently.  When is the last time you really prayed 

earnestly or fervently?  Is that the norm for your prayers or is it rare that you do that? 

• Connect to last week: Why do you think James instructs us to confess our sins and pray 

for each other when he is teaching about healing?  What does that say about the 

character of God?  

     We are made righteous in Christ and given access to God’s power through prayer. 

• Who is the righteous person in this verse?  Why do the prayers of a righteous person 

have such great power and what is that power?  How about you…do you consider 

yourself to be righteous?  Do you see your prayers as having “great power as it is 

working”? How would your prayer life change if you did see that? 

 

Wait (pray) patiently. – v 17 

• James brings Elijah into the picture in this verse.  What about Elijah should we know 

about and/or observe? (1 Kings 17-18).  What are some words to describe Elijah’s 

prayer?  Would those same words describe your prayers?  How could your prayers 

better resemble Elijah’s? 

     We are persistent in our prayer, but we must trust God’s desires. 

• Read Luke 18:1. What does this passage tell us about how we should pray? Can we wear 

out God with our prayers?  How often do you pray-and mean it (be honest now…) 

“Father, your will be done!” Are you really OK if His will is different than yours?  

 

Watch God Act. – v 18. 

• Do you keep a prayer journal? (PS. You should!!) If you do have a prayer journal, how 

has it shown God’s faithfulness.  If you don’t have a journal, start for 1 week, then 2, 

then 3, then…keep your eyes open for God’s faithfulness.  I bet it won’t take long to see 

it.  When/how have you seen God’s faithfulness show in your prayer life? 

     We trust God’s character and leave the outcome up to Him. 

• Does God hear and answer all of your prayers?  How?   

 

Extra Credit:  How does Satan keep your from praying fervently?  How does he keep you from 

praying continuously? (one of our fingerprints) How do you protect your prayer life from being 

interrupted by Satan? 

 



For Next Week: Read James 5:19-20 every day. 

 


